[Synchronous development of benign cholangiomas and a cholangiocarcinoma in the liver of a patient 43 years after thorotrast administration].
This is a report on a 59-year-old patient in whom the synchronous occurrence of benign cholangiomas and a cholangiocarcinoma was observed in the liver 43 years after single intraarterial application of thorotrast. Despite a half-life of over 130 years (alpha radiation), X-ray contrast media containing thorium (colloidal thorium dioxide) were used up to the 1950's in X-ray diagnosis, particularly for angiographies. Thorotrast is mainly stored in the liver, in the spleen and in epigastric lymph nodes and can therefore be easily detected radiologically in a survey radiograph of the abdomen. International studies have shown that thorotrast patients have an up to 100 times greater risk of contracting hepatic malignancies compared to control collectives. Among the causes of death of thorotrast carriers in the (old) Federal Republic of Germany, 15% are attributed to primary hepatic tumours (cholangiocarcinomas, malignant haemangioendotheliomas, hepatic cell carcinomas). In the patient presented here, a cystic mass approximately 2 cm in diameter was detected in the right lobe of the liver during computed tomography of the epigastric region conducted as part of the German Thorotrast Study at the German Cancer Research Centre in Heidelberg, as well as in sonography. Intraoperatively, this finding corresponded to a cystic cholangioma. By chance, a cholangiocarcinoma approximately 1 cm in size and several benign cholangiofibromas were also found in the left lobe of the liver. All of the tumours were excised in toto by atypical segment resection. As shown by this case report, thorotrast-induced hepatic tumours are still to be expected, even 40 years after thorotrast was removed from the market.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)